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CONGRATULATIONS RTN 


on 300 informative issues of current events in the rail travel industry. 
We are looking forward to the next 300 superb issues. 


From your friends at 


GREAT WESTERN TOURS 
Still the leader in rail travel sales in the West. Now we have a toll-free 
number for all our clients in California, but outside the area code 415, 
(800) 482-7100 


Call us for booking Amtrak — VIA Rail Canada — Eurailpass — Tours 
— Groups — Steamship Passage —- Or even those necessary Aeroplane 


tickets. 


Dick Reynolds — Lynn De Rose — Eldon Lucy 


wD SG REATWESTERN-TOURS—> 


Sheraton Palace Hotel, Suite 900 
639 Market Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
(415) 398-2994 or (800) 482-7100 


The British Railway Modellers of North America is 
proud of its reputation of publishing accurate, carefully 
researched and detailed pictorial reviews of Canada’s 
railways. It is our intention to cover railway operations 
throughout the entire country in due course. in partial 
fulfillment of this aim, we are pleased to announce the 
Publication of two new works: 


CANADIAN PACIFIC IN MANITOBA 


Volume One 
by Lawrence A. Stuckey 


AND 


CANADIAN PACIFIC IN THE EAST 


Volume One 
by Omer Lavallée 


Mr. Stuckey was an engineman with Canadian Pacific 
for many years, has provided a number of photographs 
for other series published by us and has detailed know!- 
edge of railway operations in the prairies. Omer Lavaliée 
is Canada’s best known railway author and his excellent 
review of the railway's far flung operations east of the 
Lakehead is enhanced with many of his own photo- 
graphs. We believe this work will become a classic. 


Both volumes are available at $6.00 each including post- 
age and are supplied automatically to subscribers to our 
series. 


B.AMNA. 
5124 - 33rd Street N.W. 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
Tab 1v4 


DEALER TERMS AVAILABLE‘ 


ORIGINAL COLOR SLIDES 
FALLEN FLAG ROADS .. . 


. plus extinct units color schemes on existing roads. New 
list every two months which includes ATSF. ACL. B&O, 
CNR. CPR. Cof GA, CNJ, C&O, CB&Q.C&EL CGW. 
CMStP&P, C&NW, CRI&P. DERGW, EJ&E, E-1, GTW. 
GN. GB&W, GM&Q, IC. IT. KCS. LV. L&N. MKT. MP. 
MONON, NH. NYC. NP. PRR, PC, RDG. SLSF, SAL. SOO. 
SP, SP&S. UP, WABASH, WM, WP. etc. Diesels, plus a few 
electrics. and some shortlines. too! Many interesting units in- 
cluding PA. FA. Shark. E. F.C-Liner. Erie-built, TM models. 


List for LSSAE. 
R. R. WALLIN 
P.O. Box 1784 Springfield. IL 62705 
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LET US PLAN YOUR NEXT 
RAIL ADVENTURE. AMTRAK, 
VIA RAIL AND EURAIL. 
Amtrak Specialist: Michael Levy 
Cali: (203) 721-0699 
SUNSET TRAVEL 


416 SILAS DEANE HWY. 
WETHERSFIELD CT 06109 
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ON THE COVER 


(Front cover:) This drawing of Amtrak locomotive no. 300 heralds RTN’s 300th 
issue. The drawing is taken from Amtrak artwork used for various tour folders. 
The same artwork appeared previously on the cover of RTN 268. — 

(Rear cover:) Amtrak map to accompany advertising for the All Aboard America 
fares. The country is shown divided, like Gaul, into three parts, which represent the 
three fare regions. 


Welcome to the 300th issue of Rail Travel News. Due to this mini-anniversary, 
we bring you a sort of special issue this time. Stepping back momentarily to analyze 
the situation before us, Anthony Perl assesses the state of VIA Rail Canada since the 
recent election; Rocky Shay reports on a scheme to re-organize Amtrak’s Board of 
Directors to make the corporation more responsive to the American people; we look 
at some rail technology being advanced by Great Britain, that might possibly show 
up in this country; and below we present a brief editorial in which we look at where 
RTN has come and where rail travel and transit have come in the almost 14 years 
that RTN has been publishing. kit 

First of all, we'd like to thank our many faithful readers who are the people 
who really make RTN possible. We know that a number of readers have been with 
us since our very first issue, and many have been loyal readers ever since their first 
acquaintance with this humble rag. 

We hope that you are pleased with the improvements we have made in RTN 
over the past year or so. The first and best improvement, we think, is. its improved 
on-time performance. The improved type faces are quite obvious. The most recent, 
behind-the-scenes improvement has been our computer, which makes life much easier 
and more efficient for our staff. Our machine is a Sanyo MBC-555, and so far it has 
performed flawlessly. It compresses two or three days of hand-sorting of labels for 
each issue into one hour of computer time. It also reduces or eliminates human error 
in keeping track of your subscription, and by saving us time, allows more time to be 
devoted to editorial matters. ker 


RTN started publishing shortly before Amtrak took over the passenger trains, 
and we’ve closely watched Amtrak over the years. Our belief is that the rail corpora- 
tion is performing better than ever. However, this doesn’t mean that we’re satisfied 
with the state of rail travel in the U.S. We feel, in fact, that rail travel is far behind 
where it should have been by now. The U.S. passenger system has shown hardly 
any expansion, and virtually no increase in train frequency for years. 

Ironically, the main reason for this torpid rate of growth is the great efficiency 
and reliability of the rail passenger mode. Rail’s main competitor, the highways, are 
terribly inefficient and wasteful and unreliable and dangerous, and those are the very 
reasons that give the highways their much stronger financial support. Because of the 
great numbers of people who must be involved in keeping automobiles running, the 
number of people who are occupationally involved with automobile travel has reached 
enormous proportions. (Think of how many people one automobile owner helps 
support—the mechanics, service station people, insurance men, auto builders, auto 
advertisers, highway builders, etc., etc.) In contrast, train travel, or rapid transit, are 
not nearly such labor-intensive enterprises. The more people involved, the more 
political and financial support. 

But some day, if not right now, we will badly need the greater efficiency, and 
then we will wish we had set it in place sooner. It’s terribly frustrating noting how 
slow and how difficult it is to obtain the most meager improvements in the rail realm. 
Look back in RTN no. 143 for a description of the ground-breaking ceremony for 
construction of an Amtrak station in Richmond CA that would interface with BART. 
The speakers at the ceremony spoke of “incredible paperwork, bureaucracy and red 
tape” that impeded the project. This was a simple thing like a small station in an 
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already-existing structure, but it didn’t go into operation until 11 months later! (see 
RTN 163). If the Interstate Highway system had been built at that rate, we'd still 


be traveling on uncoordinated two-lane roads. 


Not only is there snail-like move- 


ment to improve our rail systems, but also there are occasional steps backwards, like 
the removal of the Sacramento-Los Angeles train. When did you last hear of an Inter- 
state highway being removed and taken out of service? : 

We don’t have any easy answer on how to stimulate and speed up the rail renaiss- 
ance, but we encourage our readers to help in this movement and to make whatever 
suggestions they think would be helpful. In the meantime, we'll continue to churn 
our these copies of RTN and hope that the curve of rail system rebuilding will be 
turning upwards before too many more issues appear. 


LETTERS 


I agree with Mr. James E, Cane’s letter in 
RTN 299 that there should be first class ser- 
vice on all SAN DEEGANS as well as coach 
instead of the present Metroliner. This also 
happens to be the longstanding position of the 
Railroad Passenger Association of California. 
To really shape up the SAN DIEGAN line, 
several small improvements would make a big 
difference. 

To improve equipment use, Amtrak should 
run eight instead of the present seven trains a 
day with the present equipment pool. A new 
train would arrive in San Diego no later than 
8:15am for the morning business market. 
Studies made for local government in 1975 
estimated that such a train would get between 
100 and 300 passengers a day just out of 
Oceanside. Because of this morning train, the 
schedule would leave only two trainsets parked 
in San Diego instead of the present four. Am- 
trak would save money in crew's hotel and 
food costs estimated to be as much as $200,- 
000 a year per crew. 

The running time between Los Angeles and 
San Diego for all stops should be cut from 2hrs 
45mins to 2hrs 30mins. The present track 
structure will allow this schedule. Most of the 
problems on this line with on-time performance 
stem from poorly scheduled meets on this sin- 
gle-track line. With a reorganized timetable 
with better-scheduled meets, the faster times 
will be made with much less time wasted wait- 
ing in passing sidings, 

To help fill up the additional capacity on 
these trains, discount fares will increase total 


revenues, Flash passes are needed for regular 
riders at a reasonable discount. We need a 
25% discount on all round trips. 

We must also have the SAN DIEGANS ex- 
tended to Santa Barbara. This can be done 
with the present equipment pool for three 
round trips a day from Santa Barbara to San 
Diego as well as the eight round trips between 
Los Angeles and San Diego. 

These proposals are easily accomplished 
and would increase Amtrak’s revenues more 
than its expenses, This would bring the line 
up to a new level of service and efficiency. 
What is needed is some cooperation and inter- 
est by Amtrak. The present policies of Amtrak 
are stagnating the service and alienating the 
local officials on the route. The above improve- 
ments would turn around not only the SA 
DIEGANS but also the opinion people in 
Southern California have of Amtrak. 

Noel T. Braymer 
RR Psgr Ass’n of Calif. 
Los Angeles, California 

Your statement that July was the first time 
that AUTO TRAIN ridership showed a dip 
seems not to be correct. It went from 4567 in 
January to 3354 in February when the high 
fare schedule was in effect. And since it is for 
autos, wouldn't an auto tally be more useful 
than a passenger count? 

Robert Clark 
Sanford, Florida 


Get out of town. 
Please. 


travel . 


dimensions= 


A full service travel agency with 20 years rail experience 
AMTRAK Specialist: David’ Butts 


3442 sacramento street, san francisco, 94118 ® (415) 563-8447 
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EAST COAST REPO 


By Theodore W. Scull 


Some details have. recently appeared.in New York newspapers of plans. to 
improve Penn Station. Amtrak will give the Long Island Rail Road a 99-year, $45 
million lease on the section that the commuter railroad uses. ; 

Already mentioned several months ago, passengers will eventually be able to exit 
the station at Eighth Avenue rather than having to double tack if heading west. Also 
planned are air conditioning and central arrival and departure boards. At present, 
passengers must hunt for their trains by walking up and down the concourse or stand- 
ing in line at the LIRR information windows. Train dispatching will be centralized _ 
at one location, consolidating the nine towers now used, 

The New York Times carried a garbled Associated Press account that reported an 
agreement “for the LIRR to build a tunnel connecting Pennsylvania Station and 
Grand Central Terminal.” ’.. — 


At the Saturday, Sep 15 ceremony at Maplewood launching the new Morris and 
Essex Line schedules, New Jersey Transportation Commissioner John Sheridan said 
that “conceptual planning and preliminary design is under way” to connect the M & 
E and NEC lines at Kearny NJ in the Meadowlands. “Final design is expected to be 
complete by the end of 1985, and work should be finished by the end of the decade.” 
Some peak and off-peak M & E trains could then run directly into Manhattan’s Penn 
Station, rather than having them all terminate in Hoboken as at present. — 

Appalling as it may seem, not one politician or transportation official mentioned 
one word that even suggested that the gathered crowd should support the $477 mil- 
lion investment in re-electrification by riding the new M & E. In-their speeches they 
were too busy introducing each other and patting themselves on the back. Near the 
finale to the rain-soaked ceremonies, Sidney Palius, head of the Lackawanna Coalition, 
broke out of the mold and asked everyone there to support the increased frequency of 
train service. NJT Executive Director Jerome Premo then echoed that plea in a final 
sentence. 

A press car ran at the head of an Arrow III special that traveled non-stop from 
Maplewood to Morristown and back. Box lunches were handed out along with press 
kits. To promote the M & E, NIT has produced an informative and colorful 6-panel 
brochure with a map, service information and monthly commutation and other fares; 
a rail station guide that lists parking facilities and fees, if any; a booklet describing 
how to reach seven colleges and universities along the line; and a bright poster that 
features upcoming community events. 

Special trains were run between Montclair and Maplewood for the ceremony and 
festivities. Executive Director Premo was overheard saying that on Thursday and Fri- 
day, Sep 13 and 14 the evening rush hour’s on-time performance topped 90%. Sat- 
urday’s results were otherwise, with heavy crowds and signal problems causing delays 
to many trains. 

In a wrapup of ridership figures, the M & E dropped from a peak of 27,000 daily 
riders in the early 1950s to 10,200 in mid-1984. In 1974 the figure was 18,000, with 
a 40% drop in the interim and 5,400 of those in the last five years. 

On the other NJR lines, a comparison with fiscal 1980 and fiscal 1984 shows an 
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Publicity photo for Morris & Essex rail lines. 


11% increase on the Raritan Valley Line and an 11.6% increase on the NEC. On the 
North Jersey Coast Line, which experienced service difficulties during the electrifica- 
tion work between South Amboy and Matawan and large fare increases as opposed 

to other modes, the drop was 14%. : ; en, 

The Newark City Subway, a 4.3-mile trolley line, resumed full light rail service in 
September, with the completion of a $19 million renovation project. The 26 PCC 
trolleys, dating from 1946-1949, are scheduled for truck rehabilitation, reupholstering 
and painting, to be able to last until replaced. snout 1990. 

* 

The LIRR announced its fall tour program, with perhaps the most interesting one 
being the $33 Parlor Car tours to Montauk, including continental breakfast on the way 
out and lunch at Gurney’s Inn at the East End. The dates for these tours are October 
28, November 4, 11 and 18. LIRR Tour Department is reached at (212) 526-7782. 

Fall semester business degree courses are being offered again by Adelphi Univer- 
sity in special classroom coaches on the LIRR’s Huntington-Port Washington and 
Babylon Lines and Metro-North’s New Haven Line trains from Stamford. Adelphi is 
located in Garden City NY 11530. ae 

The New York City Transit Authority is seriously considering closing down sec- 
tions of the subway system at night to save money, and running shuttle buses 
instead. The INDRockaway Line in southern Queens may be the first, if approved. 
Expect a loud outcry from the affected neighborhoods as 24-hour train service is 
considered a natural right by most New ole 

x 

Washington-area officials have agreed on a plan that will allow the Mctro to 
expand to 89.6 miles, breakirg the present limit of 76.4 miles. The full plan calls 
for 101 miles, while at present the network extends to 53.5 miles. The additions 
will be the Red Line extension to Shady Grove and to Wheaton at the other end, 
the Orange Line to Vienna, the Green Line north to U Street and south to Anacos- 
tia, the Yellow Line spur from King Street, Alexandria to Van Dorn Street, and a 
Green Line spur off the Red Line from Fort Totten to Greenbelt. 
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The parking lot at the recently-opened Grosvenor Station on the Red Line in 
Maryland is already filled by 8am, and apparently few Metro riders are taking advan- 
tage of the free shuttle buses from White Flint and the 60-cent buses from Shady- 
Grove, both stations with ample parking and due to open in December. 

The Metro system’s daily ridership is now 340,000, up 17% from last year. 

kkk 

Amtrak finally began advertising their new $19 and $25 Boston fares in the New 
York Times on Sep 18 if my eagle eyes are accurate. They missed informing the 
returning college students, one of the sought-after markets mentioned in an Amtrak 
press release. Curiously, while the ad touts comfort, spaciousness and Amcafes, there 
is not one word about the wonderful coastal scenery outside the train window. May- 
be Madison Avenue is only familiar with dull views of cloud formations from airplanes 
and has never seen the Shore Line’s natural wonders. 

kkk 

I spent a most pleasant first Sunday of the fall on an LIRR trip out to Bayard 
Cutting Arboretum on Long Island’s South Shore. Altho the arboretum’s own liter- 
ature tells readers to use the Islip Station and then take a three-mile taxi ride, pay 
no attention because the much-closer Great River Station, served by three convenient 
trains in each direction is a mere 10-minute free walk. From the station, walk right 
on Connetquot Avenue and left on Union Boulevard to the entrance. 

Bayard Cutting features a 19th-Century mansion with nature exhibits, winding 
paths thru special plantings of trees and flowers and bird watching walks along the 
Connetquot River. One path parallels the LIRR Montauk Line, and at times, apart 
from honking Canadian Geese, the only sounds come from the mournful wailing 
of horns of passing diesel trains. 

The arboretum is open Wednesday-Sunday 10am-Spm. Admission is $1.50. The 
off-peak round-trip LIRR fare from Penn Station to Great River (Zone 10) is $10.40, 
and the Babylon Express trains give an exhilirating 80mph ride thru suburban Queens. 


AAS LOSE LOS 
RAIL CANADA 


THE POPE’S CANADIAN tour was described this way in the latest issue of the 
news magazine Vialogue, Headquarters Edition: “The Pope is scheduled to arrive in 
Quebec City on Sunday, Sep 9... On Monday, Sep 10, the pontiff is scheduled to 
travel to the shrine at Ste. Anne de Beaupre—either by train, Popemobile or by heli- 
copter—to celebrate a special mass for Indians and Inuit... From there, he will travel 
by train to Trois-Rivieres for ceremonies at the Cap-de-la-Madeleine shrine and finally 
to Montreal... This seemingly simple itinerary means that VIA, the Quebec govern- 
ment and the security forces involved—the Surete de Quebec, the RCMP, the CN and 
CP police—have a massive coordination job on their hands... First of all, special train 
consists are required, including a security car for the Pope. This means lining up the 
right equipment, designing the consists and scheduling the trains so that the Pope’s 
train trip will go smoothly... VIA cannot just pull equipment off other runs‘since 
thousands of people are expected to be travelling to his various appearances and the 
equipment will be needed to move them... All Montreal to Quebec City trains will 
be cancelled the day of the Pope’s train trip. Train cancellations and delays will also 
occur in VIA Atlantic. VIA Ontario and VIA West later on in the Pope’s tour when 
he visits the Maritimes and Western Canada. In some areas extra trains will also be 
laid on... ... the Pope’s private LRC car for this Quebec City-Montreal trip is being 
modified to incorporate the latest in security technology, including bullet-proofing. 
The LRC train pulling this car will be made up of two power units and 11 cars—the 
Pope’s car, a car for the SWAT team, four club cars for church representatives as well 
as dignitaries and five cars for the press. In addition to the Pope’s train, there will 
be a pilot LRC train that will travel about half to three-quarters of an hour ahead or 
behind, carrying the majority of the journalists covering the visit in Quebec. It will 
consist of about 4 to 7 cars and two power units. Helicopters will patrol the track 
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between the two trains to ensure security and all crossings, bridges, etc. along the 
route will be inspected and closed to traffic... ... emergency plans have already been 
developed to handle any incident which may affect the Pope’s train movement... 
Three meals are going to have to be served—breakfast, lunch and dinner. All the 
logistics of supplying these meals to the trains (since there is not enough storage 
space on board for all three meals at one time) and serving all these meals have to 
be worked out. Baggage is another consideration since LRC trains are not equipped 
to handle much baggage. Press people will also have a lot of equipment that will 
have to be carried: aboard. All space requirements will also have to be worked out 
in advance. Seating arrangements, entraining and detraining are other problems. The 
protocol will be supplied by the Church for the Pope’s train, but VIA and security 
people will have to make sure it is observed. This means our on-board people or 
other car attendants (from CN, QPP, RCMP, etc.) will have a heavy responsibility. 
We will also have to handle the international press, both on the papal and the pilot 
trains, a new experience for a lot of our people. There will be CN crews operating 
the trains with CP pilots, since the train will also be travelling over CP tracks. Train 
riders from VIA, CN and Bombardier will also be on board to troubleshoot if prob- 
lems arise. All of these people, as well as all on-board staff, maintenance people 
and just anyone who may get within close distance of the train, will have to be 
screened and accredited by the security forces involved. 

A LEYLAND RAILBUS should go into experimental operation this fall between 
Thompson, Thicket Portage and Pikwitonei. A prototype Railbus (see also pages 12- 
14) was to be oeprated this past summer on the Greater Winnipeg Water District 
Railway and the Winnipeg Hydro line. The prototype was built in Winnipeg. 

AMTRAK SUPERLINER EQUIPMENT being operated on the PANORAMA this 
fall will operate out of Winnipeg every Sunday and Thursday and out of Edmonton 
Mondays and Firdays, VIA said in a Sep 17 announcement. Conventional VIA equip- 
ment will operate other days. The Superliner train will consist of a locomotive, one 
coach, one baggage-coach, a sleeper and a diner. Its first scheduled departure from 
Winnipeg was Sep 20. 


a a 
URBAN-SUBURBAN TRANSIT 


LOS ANGELES’ BUS system lost $5.1 imillion during the 16-day Olympic Games 
in August, the Southern Calif. Rapid Transit District revealed on Sep 26. The next 
day the SCRTD sought reimbursement from the L.A. Olympic Organizing Committee, 
which had racked up a surplus of $150 million on the games. Bus ridership was far 
below projections during the games (3 million riders estimated, 1.1 million actual). 

FEMALE TRANSIT POLICE officer Irma Lozada was killed in pursuit of a sub- 
way thief in New York on Sep 21. She was the first woman police officer in the 
city’s history to be killed in the line of duty. An impressive funeral ceremony was 
held Sep 26. A suspect was seized and charged with second-degree murder. In a 
Sep 28 editorial, the NY Times raised the question of why the transit police can’t be 
merged with the city police for improved operations. 

BART AND CALTRAIN commute line are trying an experiment of providing 
small, folding rental bicycles for commuters. The 28-pound bike is a recent develop- 
ment of two University of California graduates. 

SAN FRANCISCO’S PUBLIC Utilities Commission on Sep 25 voted to spend 
$80,000 to study the cause of noisier cables in the newly-renovated cable car system. 
Residents near the lines have complained of the sound, which has been measured at 
95 decibels at close range, over the legal limit. 

A CALTRANS REPORT revealed by ‘the San Francisco Chronicle Sep 26 favors 
improving the Caltrain commute line to serve San Francisco airport, rather than 
BART. The plan must be evaluated by the Metropolitan Transportation Commission. 
The report includes a proposal for an underground train station near First & Mission 
in seeder S.F., and a new, centrally-located San Jose station. 
page 


ae 
OnVIAs Political Future 


BY ANTHONY PERL 


On Tuesday, September 4, Canadians voted overwhelmingly to change the lead- 
ership of their government, giving Brian Mulroney’s Progressive-Conservative Party 
its largest majority since 1958 and dumping all but- 40 members of the Liberal Party 
from Parliament. What will this new political order mean for the future of rail pas- 
senger service north of the U.S. border? 

First, it is almost certain that the future of VIA Rail Canada will become a prior- 
ity issue with the incoming government. The VIA Rail problem will require attention 
precisely because its institutional, managerial, and budgetary problems have been 
allowed to smolder thru most of the last government. This has created a situation 
in which VIA may well become Canada’s hottest transportation issue. 

VIA Rail Canada has the distinction among Canadian Crown Corporations, quasi- 
public business enterprises that include Air Canada, Canadian National Railways, and 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, of incurring the largest deficit. of the lot. 
ViA’s $1 billion yearly cost (both capital and operating) to the government can be 
put into perspective when one notes that the entire Canadian government deficit 
including debt service totals just $30 billion. (All dollar amounts are expressed in 
Canadian currency.) VIA has become the largest single line item in the operations 
budget of Transport Canada, and these statistics will hardly escape the consideration 
of the incoming Progressive-Conservative (PC) Minister of Transport. It is strongly 
felt within transport circles in Canada that the question is no longer “if” the VIA 
deficit will be cut, but now “when” and “how much.” 

_For all its fiscal urgency, actual policy and management changes in VIA may be 
a bit slow in coming, by American standards. The PC’s have a five-year mandate, and 
their overwhelming majority in the Parliament will give them plenty of breathing room 
for deliberation. All three Members of Parliament (MP’s) who had specialized in 
transportation for their parties were re-elected. They include Lloyd Axworthy, Min- 
ister of Transport under the Liberals, Les Benjamin, consumer proponent and mem- 
ber of the New Democratic Party, and Don Mazankowski who served as Transport 
Minister under the short-lived PC government of Joe Clark. It is likely that each of 
ae i Keep ee a hee (as bos are referred to) in the new Parliament, 
wi azankowski becoming Minister of Transport. Thus the primary j - 
ing VIA will fall to Macake wake . pili menibiini 

How deeply these refroms will affect the management of VIA is an open question. 
Theoretically, most heads of Crown Corporations serve at the pleasure of their respec- 
tive Ministers and hence the government in power. But many of these corporate 
leaders have job security and lucrative “golden parachute” clauses built into their con- 
tracts, making it very costly to depose them. The PC’s learned this the hard way 
during their brief time in power under Joe Clark when they removed the president 
of Air Canada from his post. Altho he had been in the job for only six months, a 
clause in his contract obligated the government to pay a substantial sum, estimated 
to be about $500,000, for his early departure. The public outcry against such a move 
cost the PC’s significant popularity at the time, and they will be very careful to avoid 
a repetition of this situation unless absolutely necessary. Yet the current management 
policy of VIA president Pierre Franche will have to be altered to stem the current 
hemorrhage of tax dollars. If VIA is to survive and prosper, it will have to take an 
extremely hard line position with both CN and CP Rail about the two-thirds of its 
budget that they actually consume with absolutely no financial or operational 
accountability. 

_ CN and CP provide operation and maintenance of all VIA trains and many sta- 
tions under a “long run avoidable cost” basis, a state somewhere between the “strictly 
avoidable cost” that Amtrak is obligated to pay railroad contractors and the “ful 
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allocated cost” levels that were used to generate bloated pre-Amtrak loss figures by 
private railroads in the ICC discontinuance process. The Canadian railroads are per- 
mitted to bill VIA for more than the direct out-of-pocket costs involved in operating 
passenger trains, and it has been the fairly generous construction of this costing 
coupled with a total lack of effective auditing or adjudicatory power that has pushed 


VIA Rail needs replacement 
equipment for its aging 

and unreliable locomotives 
(below). VIA’s only new 
equipment, the LRC 

trains (above), designed 

for short-distance use, 

have proven disappointing. 


Anthony Perl is a 
graduate student in 
public policy and 
transportation at the 
University of Toronto. 


VIA’s railroad billings thru the roof. While both railroads prefer to picture VIA as 
a marginal part of their business, more of a nuisance than anything else, VIA is in 
fact a major revenue source for CP and especially CN. VIA is one of CN’s top 
customers in terms of revenue, and as little as a 20% drop in the billings that CN 
collects from VIA (a conservative estimate of what a thorough accounting and 


fiscal reform might engender) could turn CN’s bottom line profit into a loss position. 


Ironically, both VIA and CN are Crown Corporations and in the larger sense this 
money has been passing from one hand of government to another. While it has been 
more politically acceptable to date for VIA to show the loss and CN the profit, 
reform of tiis system is unavoidable. 

For all of Pierre Franche’s talk of making VIA “master in its own house,” he 
has moved almost imperceptibly toward confronting the issue of CN overcharges. 

It may be purely coincidental that the current president of CN is Mr. Franche’s 
brother-in-law, but relations between the two companies have been exceedingly 
amicable. Mr. Franche is a career bureaucrat who has worked his way up thru the 
ranks and associated himself with the Liberal Party. His continued tenure at VIA 
should depend heavily on the clauses (or lack of them) in his contract. One area 
where VIA’s management has succeeded quite well is in maintaining public support 
for nationwide rail passenger service across Canada, and in orchestrating this support 
thru the media. So while incoming budget cutters may be tempted to reduce VIA’s 
route miles, the chances are good that political pressures will foreclose such an 
option. 

VIA’s immediate future, once the new government order filters down into its 
management, will then be to embark on an aggressive program of cost-cutting and 
efficiency improvements, in the way that Amtrak has recently undertaken. While 
Amtrak has had the benefit of heavy capital investment, VIA’s modern long-distance 


fleet and maintenance facilities are three to five years away. In the meantime, VIA’s 


actual service to passengers will depend’on the innovation and productivity improve- 
ments that are brought into this reform movement. Within six months, it should be 


apparent whether VIA’s seemingly listless drift will be transformed into the beginnings 


of a real rail passenger renaissance in Canada. 
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Reforming the Amtrak Board 
BY ROCKY SHAY 


At the recent meeting of the Washington Association of Railroad Passengers - 
Board of Directors in Seattle, the first resolution on the agenda was a novel plan 
for restructuring the Amtrak Board of Directors. The plan was authored by 
WashARP legal advisor.Jim Neal, an attorney practicing in Ephrata, Washington. 

I felt the plan would be of great interest to the rest of the country, and suggested 
we submit it to RTN for publication. © 

_ The plan is designed to bring a regional balance to the Amtrak Board and return 
to it the responsibility for directing Amtrak. The feeling at WashARP is that the 
Amtrak Board is now a rubber stamp and a waste of taxpayers’ money. We also - 
believe the Board makeup as set by Congress in 1981 is completely inappropriate. 
Here is how the Board and management of Amtrak would be restructured under _ 
the Neal plan: 

There would still be nine directors, but the President of Amtrak would not be 
among them. ~ Le 

The directors would retain the exclusive right to hire and fire the President of 
Amtrak and the professional staff of the directors, but the President of Amtrak . 
would have the exclusive right to hire and fire all other Amtrak personnel. The 
Board could fire those people only under special circumstances. 

The Secretary of Transportation or his or her representative would continue as 
a member of the Board, but each other director would be a resident of a designated 
region of the United States—one director per region. Only American citizenship 
would be required, and of course the usual conflict of interest rules would apply. 

The eight regional directors would be appointed by the President of the United 
States with the advice and consent of the Senate. Terms would be for four years - 
each, except for staggered terms in the beginning to allow for the appointment of 
two directors per year. : 

The directors, who are now paid per meeting and receive about $7500 per year, 
would receive an annual salary of substantially more under the Neal plan. They 
would continue to have professional staff and be reimbursed for expenses. This 
would give the directors an incentive for a full-time commitment to Amtrak—at least 
they would pay a lot more attention than today’s directors do. 

Each of these regional directors would have the right and the duty outside of 
Board meetings to seek information that could be helpful to the national rail passen- 
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BRITISH TECHNOLOGY IS COMING 


The Railbus. 


The BRE-Leyland Railbus was tested on the Old Colony and Newport Railway, 
of Newport, Rhode Island, on Wednesday, July 18. This eight-mile long tourist 
line operates from downtown Rhode Island to Green Animals. It was a former 
branch of the New Haven. In 1978 the state of Rhode Island purchased the line 


from the Penn Central and made track improvements, and in 1979 the National ) 
Railroad Foundation obtained permission to run passenger trains. The Railbus was 
to operate there—leaving the station at 1lam and 12:15pm for short trips, and at a 


1:30pm for the full eight-mile trip—until the end of August and then be taken to 
Washington DC for display. 

_ The opening day featured three short trips with the usual local dignitaries, and 
railroad officials. A bagpiper was on hand to greet the Railbus before and after 
each trip. British and American flags flew from the front of the vehicle, and of 
course the skies poured down rain. 

The Railbus was a bit loud when it was started up, but seemed to run well and 
smoothly on track designed for 10-20mph running. The maximum speed of the 
Railbus is 79mph, with a range of 600 miles, and fuel consumption of 7.5 miles 
per gallon. The vehicles can be air conditioned, mu-ed, and be equipped with a 
baggage compartment. A descriptive booklet on the Railbus is available by writing 
BRE-Leyland, 1611 North Kent St, Arlington VA 22209. —Tom Higgins. 
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BRE-LEYLAND’S RAILBUS AND BRITISH RAIL‘S INTERNATIONAL 
COACH ARE TWO NEW EXPORTS FROM THE BRITISH ISLES 


British Rail Engineering Limited (BREL) on July 4 officially announced the 
availability of the International Coach, a passenger car that BREL says has been 
designed and manufactured to meet individual requirements of railway operators 
world, BREL claims that customer delivery times are reduced almost 50 percent 
by the use of “well known but as yet little used manufacturing techniques.” 

The International Coach has grown out of the success of BREL’s Mark III 
coach design and applications, and now “spearheads” the company’s export sales 
campaigns. BREL calls the coach a truly advanced solution to meet the individual 
needs of railway operators around the world. 

The coach can be built to suit the lengths, heights and widths of any railroad 
system in the world, the manufacturer says. Having modular construction, the car 
also offers complete internal layout flexibility. 

The company also notes, “Dimensional flexibility, modular construction and 
mass production techniques add up to lower costs—in building and in operation. 
BREL’s years of experience in producing railway rolling stock to the highest levels 
of passenger comfort and safety have gone into the International Coach. In addition, 
BREL designs and builds with the operator’s maintenance and repair requirements 
to the fore as demonstrated by the millions of trouble-free passenger miles covered 
by BR’s High Speed Train coaching stock.” 

The Transgabonese Railway in West Africa has placed an order for ten of the 
new cars, according to an announcement made at the official introduction of the 
cars this summer. This is BREL’s first order for the cars, and totalled almost 3.5 
pounds sterling. 


The International Coach. 
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AMTRAK BOARD (continued from page 11) 


ger system—but the directors would be prohibited from communicating outside Board 
meetings as directors with Amtrak personnel other than the President of Amtrak or 
his delegate. 

The regional directors would be prohibited from engaging in partisan politics. 

The requirement that a member of the Amtrak Board be a member of the Amtrak 
commuter Board would be eliminated. Each director would be required to represent 
only the American public. 

The accompanying map shows how the regions would be divided. 

The states of Alaska and Hawaii would be assigned director districts if passenger 
service became available in those states under Amtrak. The United States would offer 
to purchase from the railroads all of their Amtrak stock at a reasonable price. 

The resolution passed the WashARP board unanimously. 

We at WashARP believe this plan is worthy of study elsewhere. Some of us feel 
that despite the present dark age at Amtrak, a brighter future can lie ahead. Amtrak 
may be a one-man railroad with a “Board of Directed” today, but we as rail passen- 
ger advocates can work with senior Congressmen to see that it doesn’t stay a one-man 
railroad forever. We ought to be looking hard at this plan for restructuring the 
Amtrak Board as ameans of returning Amtrak to the control of the American people, 
who are paying a pretty big bill and outside the Northeast Corridor are getting pre- 
cious little service for it. 
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Amtrak Looks at the SW Limited 


BY KARR N. UMBRE 


The article by Andrew C. Selden in RTN 298 addresses a problem that has con- 
cerned many people including Amtrak employees along the route of train 3&4, the 
SOUTHWEST LIMITED, for many mouths. © - 

The drop in ridership of the train has also received the attention of the Amtrak 
Marketing Department, and it is my understanding that with the October timetable 
change, the train will be renamed the SOUTHWEST CHIEF and will receive many 
new amenities, including some fare reductions and other efforts to improve ridership. 

As early as May 1, 1984, Ira Silverman, Director of Route Marketing, circulated 
an interoffice memo within Amtrak. Altho it does not answer all of Selden’s ques- 
tions and charges, particularly those regarding the EMPIRE BUILDER, I do think it 
sheds some light on the matter. Since it was written long before the Selden article, 

I believe all concerned should be convinced that Amtrak has not deliberately been 
trying to discourage ridership on the SOUTHWEST LIMITED. I agree with Selden 
that errors have been made in how the trains and routes are displayed in the Arrow 
computer system. Hopefully this will soon be corrected by Amtrak. — 

kk 

(The following is the complete text of Mr. Silverman’s May 1 Amtrak memo:) 

At various times, members of the Route Actions Task Force, my staff, and I 
have heard concern expressed by Field employees that emphasis on the CALIFORNIA 
ZEPHYR-DESERT WIND route has caused much of the problems in ridership on 
tie SOUTHWEST LIMITED. This opinion is reinforced by the fact that the Arrow 
train displays offer Trains 35 and 36 first ahead of Trains 3 and 4 because of their 
departure time. While there is little doubt that the total disappearance of the DES- 
ERT WIND would result in some ridership being transferred to the SOUTHWEST 
LIMITED, this can in no way be construed as being the solution to the SOUTHWEST 
LIMITED’s problems. 

During FY83, the first year of operation over the Denver & Rio Grande Western 
(D&RGW), Los Angeles-Chicago ridership (which is the only common city pair that 
the routes share) was flat on the SOUTHWEST LIMITED and up 18 percent on the 
DESERT WIND. This 18 percent gain in ridership would represent less than three 
passengers per train between the endpoints, Even if all of this gain was realized as a 
result of the “bias” towards the DESERT WIND, this clearly has very little overall 
impact on the SOUTHWEST LIMITED. 

In the first six months of FY84, Los Angeles-Chicago ridership is up 19 percent 
on the SOUTHWEST LIMITED and 76 percent on the DESERT WIND. Even with 
these changes, the SOUTHWEST LIMITED still carries almost 2% times the endpoint 
riders between Los Angeles and Chicago. Ridership on the DESERT WIND between 
the Los Angeles area and Chicago is only about 19 total passengers a day in an aver- 
age month. Again, even the total elimination of the DESERT WIND would not 
result in a large number of riders on the SOUTHWEST LIMITED. When the SOUTH- 
WEST LIMITED departed Chicago ahead of Train 35 several years ago, the SOUTH- 
WEST LIMITED was experiencing declines in traffic, even tho it was displayed in 
Arrow first. 

There are many reasons for the ridership problems the SOUTHWEST LIMITED 
is experiencing. Low-cost air carriers on the west end of the route have reduced 
traffic from Los Angeles to Albuquerque and Flagstaff, as they have done on many 
other routes. A new low-cost carrier has gone into service recently from Kansas City 
to Los Angeles. Many of the markets from points in Kansas and Missouri to Chicago 
have shown declines as a result of the recession and the westbound schedule change, 
which took place in April of 1983. The new earlier departure from Chicago should 
help this problem. 

We are concerned about the problems of the route and hope to take some actions 
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in the next several months which may reverse these trends. Nonethlieless it is unrealisti 
to expect that the SOUTHWEST LIMITED would be “cured” by simply reversing the 
displays in the Arrow terminal. Realistically speaking, there aré simply a certain num- 
ber of passengers who are going to prefer an alternate route, especially when the scenic 
attractions of the D&RGW are considered. This is not a reflection of any corporate 
bias towards one route versus another but simply the indication of the traveling pub- 
lic’s preferences. The problems of the SOUTHWEST LIMITED are best cured by 
building traffic on the intermediate markets served exclusively by the SOUTHWEST 
LIMITED. To the extent possible, I would hope you could advise any concerned 
employee of these statistics and assure them that the corporation is not attempting to 
favor one route over the other. 


THE AMTRAK BOARD of Directors, meeting in Washington Sep 26, voted to 
spend $2.5 million so Amtrak could move its Salt Lake City station into a Chevrolet 
warehouse next to the D&RGW station. At present, Amtrak uses the UP station. 
Earlier, NARP President John Martin wrote urging Amtrak to stay at the UP station, 
and the President of UP replied that it could give Amtrak more space in the station. 
NARP said that Amtrak will re-evaluate the situation on the basis of the letter, and 
that even tho the $2.5 million was approved, Amtrak has not made a final decision..... 

SUMMARY OF OCTOBER AMTRAK CHANGES: San Diego Metroliner gets a 
stop at Oceanside. EAGLE goes daily, gets a stop at Arkadelphia AR. West Quincy 
MO station loses its staffing.. Detroit Lakes MN loses its staffing and baggage check- 
ing. Antioch/Pittsburg CA becomes a stop for SAN JOAQUINS. Thru Chicago to 
Florida cars begin operation on the CAPITOL LTD and SILVER STAR. SOUTHWES1 
LTD is renamed the SOUTHWEST CHIEF (and gets slight schedule change?). New 
York-Washington sleeper begins operation, parked in station for portion of night it’s 
not running. Train 301 replaced by a 3:30pm Chicago departure. EAGLE gets some 
schedule changes. San Diego Metroliner gets a later L.A. departure 


kk 


NORTH CARLINA’S 403-B train may start up Oct 28, if remaining issues can be + 


cleared up by then. The NY-Charlotte run uses SR’s Raleigh-Greensboro line that 
has had no passenger service in 22 years... : 

DISCOUNT ROUNDTRIP FARES: Now in effect: SILVER PALM, one-way plus 
$5. SAN JOAQUINS, one-way plus $7. Coming Oct 1: Seattle-Portland, all city pairs 
one-way plus $1. RIVER CITIES coach: one-way plus $10..... 

NEW YORK’S SUNNYSIDE Yard will be modernized. The Amtrak Board on 
Sep 26 voted to spend $3.5 million on the first phase of the $34 million project 

SERVICE NOT STARTING Oct 28: Winter Park CO and Belleville IL 


NO DOT APPROPRIATIONS bill has come out of Congress, NARP said, and 
with the new fiscal year starting Oct 1, the DOT and Amtrak will be funded by a | 
ae resolution. NARP said this would allow Amtrak about $725 million, most | 

OLY 5. ces | 
_ MORE OCTOBER 28 CHANGES; The NORTH STAR discontinues serving Super- | 
ior WI. The PALMETTO loses checked baggage service, as do daylight-operating NE 
Corridor trains. Because of this, Amtrak will have more baggage cars available to use _ 
in new mail service contracts on the EMPIRE BUILDER and the SOUTHWEST CHIEF, 
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THE CHESSIE SYSTEM ran a track inspection train over all its Amtrak passen- 
ger lines during the month of August, after the DOT mandated such inspections fol- 
lowing the Amtrak accidents of July. In the photos above, taken by Alex Mayes, 
the train was about to leave Cincinnati’s River Road Station for Huntington WV, on 
the route of the CARDINAL, on Aug 31. Consist of the train was leased Amtrak 
P30 locomotive 706, Amtrak sleeper “Pine Creek”, Chessie business car 7, and Ches- 
sie track geometry car 2 


AMTRAK’S NEW ADVERTISING: The rail corporation has just resumed run- 
ning its big ads aimed at flyers. USA Today has published at least two of them in 
recent days. These are the “We go to more places than all the major airlines com- 
bined” and the “Not everyone was meant to fly” ads. (One wonders whether it 
was this sudden influx of needed advertising money from Amtrak that inspired 
USA Today to run a very favorable article on Amtrak increasing ridership, on the 
front page of its Money section Sep 21) 

GULF COAST LIMITED ads appear in newspapers along its route, showing spec- 
ial excursion fares that save passengers 25%. The tickets are sold until next June 1... 

MISSISSIPPI MAGAZINE’S SECOND Anniversary Issue (Sep-Oct) features an 
excellent article, ““Trains—The new romance.” Glamorous passengers, dome car 
interiors, etc : 


E ISH MAGAZINES 


Steam Railway magazine cov- 
& ers the steam railways of the 
world. One year subscription 
(12 issues) $36. 

Rail Enthusiast magazine cov- 
f ers current English railroading 
. interspersed with history. One 
= year subscription (12 issues) $36. 
Sample copies: $3 each. 


MOTORSPORT 


RR 1, Box 200D, Jonesburg, MO 63351 
Phone (314) 488-3113 


WE HAVE PUBLISHED 
TEN RAILROAD BOOKS 
Highly illustrated 


Write for FREE catalog 
@ Locomotives - Steam, Diesel & Electric 
@ Passenger Cars @ Freight Cars 
@ Traction @ Subways. 


NGL 
2 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 
DPA-LTA ENTERPRISES, INC. 
P.O. Box 177, Alburg, VT 05440 
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For the trip to sult. your personality, call: 


Swvoutch | (418) 326-7330 


Eee ALL DESTINATIONS 


ACCENT ON TRAVEL 


CRUISES 
AIRLINE TICKETS 
CANADIAN RAIL 
EURAILPASS 


Carl Loucks 


.... SELLING RAILROAD TIMETABLES 


Employee Timetables. Public Timetables 
Brochures, Guides. Postcards. Tickets a 
full line of transportation paper items. New # 
catalogue issued monthly, Send Stamped Self 
Addressed Envelope for latest list and specials. 


199 Wayland St., Hamden, CT 06518 


THREE CONRAIL BIDDERS now 
remaining are Norfolk Southern Railway, 
Alleghany Corp. and Marriott Corp. On 
Sep 26, Republican Senator John Heinz 
of Pennsylvania wrote to DOT Secretary 
Dole saying that the three should be re- 
jected because they only want to sell the MEXICO 
railroad as soon as possible for a quick 
profit. He advocated selling Conrail thru 


i was z CLUB MED 
‘ A 1030 Curtis St, Menlo Park, Ca 94025 
a public stock offering... 


A TEST TRAIN will be run by Amtrak between New Orleans and Marshall TX 
on Oct 11-12 to study a possible routing for a New Orleans-Baton Rouge-Alexandria 
-Shreveport-Dallas service. A study of this route is to be completed by Amtrak by 
next March 31, after being mandated by Senatorial action..... 

LES CONTINENTS RESTAURANT in New Orleans runs a newspaper ad pictur- 
ing its staff posing in front of an Amtrak coach, with the caption, ‘We're back from 
vacation’’..... 

HIGH SPEED RAIL ASSOCIATION held its annual meeting in Arlington VA on 
Sep 28. The association has just published the first issue of a newsletter, Speedlines. 
Membership in the organization is open to all. Information can be obtained from 


HSRA, Paul H. Reistrup, Treasurer, 900 17th St N.W., Washington D 
WASHINGTON ST? ashington DC 20006 


ALASKA 


Q: Why did Amtrak engine 
203 appear on the cover of RTN 
200? 

A: Because it was the power 
for the inaugural run of the 
second SAN JOAQUIN, which 
was reported on in that issue. 


West Coast Report 


THE SAN JOAQUINS get a new stop at Antioch/Pittsburg CA beginning Oct 
28. 

SANTA BARBARA STATION is ii jeopardy. We have received the following 
letter from a reader: ‘““Amtrak Southern Pacific, City Hall and incompetent, greedy, 
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parasitic ‘developers’ are conspiring to Confiscate, Abandon, and Destroy the already 
developed, historic, 1905 Santa Barbara Station and convert the vitally needed rail 
transportation facility into an unneeded, hazardous, monstrous, hotel/shopping center 
/restaurant/youth hostel/parking garage/ad nauseum complex. Money for legal ac- 
tion and letters opposing this nefarious Station Destruction Scheme should be sent 
to: Railroad Advocates, Richard A. Stromme, PO Box 162, Santa Ynez CA 93460. 
Telephone 805-688-3145.” : 

AMERICAN HIGH SPEED RAIL reports this month that it is seeking $50 mil- 
lion in equity investment in itself. The private stock offering to raise these funds 
is being coordinated by The First Boston Corporation. AHSRC says, “The offering 
hit the street in early July, and is proceeding smoothly, especially considering the 
fact that, in the beginning, vacation schedules and the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics 
competed heavily for the attention of potential investors. We have been approach- 
ing corporations and other major institutions only, beginning at home in Southern 
California but seeking interested investors in other parts of the U.S. as well. No 
interim announcements will be made on the progress since each commitment of 
the $50 million is contingent upon the full amount being raised. You'll hear from 
us when that announcement is made.”’ Six Bullet Train-related bills were introduced 
into the California legislature during the 1984 session, all of them seeking to impede 
the project in some way, and all from the center of vocal opposition to the train, 
the North San Diego County coastal area. All the bills died without clearing the 
committee process. KNBC Channel 4 in L.A. has joined the list of news media 
editorializing in favor the the Bullet Train project. State Assemblyman Bruce Young 
conducted a survey in his §.E. Los Angeles County district, which surrounds the 
Norwalk station. He found that 75% of the respondents favored the Bullet Train 
project. Downey had the highest support—77%. 

SAN DIEGO BULLET TRAIN got some support at the RPI High-Speed Rail 
Conference in Arlington VA on Sep 27. There, David Parini, chairman of Parini 
Corporation, a major construction firm, told those assembled that the project was 
“necessary, feasible and do-able.” NARP said that there wasn’t any discussion of 
Texas high-speed rail at the meeting. 

NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC RAILROAD sale to Bryan Whipple is still pending, 
with the ICC decision expected any day. Whipple was reported to be in St. Louis 
seeking locomotives for the railroad. If the sale goes thru, look for a return of 
passenger excursions on the line. 

SAN DIEGAN SCHEDULES for the Oct 28 timetable change were examined by 
RailPAC’s Byron Nordberg, who says, “I am horrified to find that Amtrak has 
actually agreed to a 2:50 schedule for train 574. While it is true that 574 will be 
stopping at San Juan Capistrano as well as San Clemente, it is unreasonable that the 
added time was included. The railroad is capable of 2:30 for all trains right now.” 

WHY DOESN’T AMTRAK pay more attention to its number two corridor—the 
SAN DIEGAN line? Remember all the fuss about the “emerging corridors’”—which 
never did seem to emerge? At that time Amtrak made it clear that the L.A.-San 
Diego corridor had the greatest potential outside the NE Corridor and that it would 
give it high priority for upgrading. In the June issue of San Diego Magazine, as we 
reported earlier, former Amtrak board member James Mills published an article en- 
titled “The Public Be Damned” in which he criticized Amtrak’s treatment of the 
San Diego corridor and even suggested there was a conflict of interest between Am- 
trak and American High Speed Rail. In the September issue, the magazine published 
a letter from Amtrak president Graham Claytor responding to the article, as well as 
a rebuttal from Mills. Claytor said that “‘Over the years, Amtrak has made a series 
of improvements in the passenger equipment, stations, service frequency and sched- 
uling on the route—improvements that resulted in a doubling of ridership between 
1976 and 1980.” Mills replied that that claim was untrue. He said all the station 
improvements have been made by Santa Fe and the cities and counties, with Amtrak 
sometimes being “totally uncooperative.” Mills said Amtrak did not improve service 
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equency between 1976 and 1980 either: “The trains added were al put on by the 
eee of California with money appropriated by bills that I carried.” In fact, he 
said, Amtrak dragged its feet for two years in agreeing to the additional trains. He 
also said there haven’t been any schedule improvements—only deterioration. The 
letters—along with others—are also available from RailPAC as a supplement to their 


summer Quarterly Review. re | 
QUOTES OF THE WEEK*** 


“4975 will be Amtrak’s best year, the corporation said this month. Mt will be a 
year marked by delivery of the first new Amtrak-designed passenger equipment. Only 
when new equipment is put on the rails, Amtrak pointed out, will the corporation 
be able really to assess public demand for train travel. Thus far demand has been 
limited by the limited resources the system had available.” 

—News item reported in RTN no, 100, Jan 1975. 


SLIP OF THE MONTH CLUB*** 


“Quebec—When Pope John Paul Ii celebrates Mass today in Trois-Rivieres on this 
second day of his 8,500-mile trek across Canada, thousands of American Catholics 
will be there—and many, many more will journey north to see him during his 12-day 
visit... In Albany, N.Y., more than 800 will board 14 buses today for a two-hour ride 
to Montreal, where 400,000 to 500,000 are expected in Jarry Park for an outdoor 
Mass Tuesday.” 

—USA Today, Sep 10, page 1. 
(How can the ADIRONDACK compete with 117mph buses?) 


CARS & CONSISTS 


*CRESCENT, train 19, first section, Trenton Sep 15: engine 944; cars 21049, 
21001, 21880, 20023, 21125. Same, second section: engines 900, 932; cars 1284, 
1622 ‘4718, 4020, 4638, 4621, 4016, 28014, 8704, 8517, 2056, 2452, 2985. 

BROADWAY LIMITED, train 41, Trenton Sep 15: engine 917; cars 1614, 
25068, 25052, 25048, 3125, 2440, 2085, 8500, 1367, 1253. Same, Paoli PA, 

Sep 23: engines 264, 375; cars 1264, 1370, 8527, 2081, 2444 “Magnolia Grove’, 
2458 “Pine Leaf”, 3119, 25056, 25062, 25059, 1626. 

*SUNSET LIMITED, train 2, Houston Sep 14: engines SP 8370, Atk 701 & 712; 
cars 1239, 2881, 39929, 34001, 35005, 38015, 32031, SP 100 “Airslie” (off at 
Houston, enroute via SP freight to Dallas), SP 99 “Houston” (on at Houston). 


a 
RAIL FANTRIPS | 


Oct 6-7: Susquehannock Fall Tour. Lv Philadelphia 7am,-Paoli-Downington-Lancaster-Har- 
risburg-Northumberland-overnite in Williamsport; optional trip to Corning NY, return 10/7. 
Lycoming Co. Tourist Bureau, Box 67, Williamsport PA 17703; (717) 326-1971. 


Oct 9-17: Tri-Weekly Special. Ex-KCS tavern-lounge-obs “Good Cheer’’on 6 day-trips in 
Sottheast and Midwest. Also limited number of thru & overnite spaces on private sleeper. 
Details from: Gulf Coast Chap NRHS, Box 457, Houston TX 77001. 

poche SIR Dc cht cht ct let lobia OT SET nae cr 
Oct 19-22: Birmingham-New Orleans RT, to World’s Fair. C&G King Cotton presidental 
office car, dome car. $150 rail fare RT. Bob & Donna Haon c/o Heart of Dixie Rail- 

road Club, 853-9652 9am to 5pm. 

Dec 9: Victorian Christmas in Newport. Riverside MBTA & Rte 128 by bus to Newport. 
Lunch at Whites on the Watuppa, tour Chateau-Sur-Mer, outdoor Yuletide display. 

Mystic Valley Railway Society, Box 486, Hyde Park MA 02136; (617) 361-4445. 
aed lc tk A etc at neonate ne SO Oc 
Dec 22: Festival of Lights at Edaville. From Riverside MBTA & Rte 128 by bus to Eda- 
ville. Riverside Restaurant, A&D Toy Train Museum, steam train ride at Edavitle, Christmas 


light displays, etc. Same address as above item. 
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Dec 31-Jan 1: New England New Year at Lake Shore Farm in New Hampshire. Lv North 
Sta, Winchester Ctr via B&M to Lowell, transfer to bus for overnite at Lake Shore farm. 
3 meals, midnite buffet, sleigh ride. Same address as above item. 


Send large SASE when responding to fistings. One Rail Fantrips listing is free. Send full 
info to: RAIL TRAVEL NEWS, Fantrips Dept, PO Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709, 


EXPRESS ADS 


AMTRAK-—VIA RAIL CANADA--EURAILPASS~ OCEAN LINER CRUISES—RAIL TOUR 
RAIL EXCURSIONS—CHARTER RAIL CARS. Arrangements by phone or appointment—use 
your credit card—tickets mailed promptly. A fully appointed travel! agency with masters of 
ship and rail travel. GREAT WESTERN TOURS, Sheraton Palace Hotel, Suite 900, 

639 Market Street, San Francisco CA 94105. (415) 398-2994. 


DINING CAR CHINA, glasses, silver, cloth. Timetables, guides, stationery, rules, metal 


& Pullman items, annual reports. Many railroads. Long 37¢ stamped envelope brings list. 
J. McClellan, 1752 S. Wichita, Wichita, KS 67213, Will buy item 


GISELLE’S TRAVEL CORP at 1215 4th St. Sacramento CA 95814, Phone: (916) 446-1211 
offers rail tickets on AMTRAK—VIA (CANADA)~EURAILPASS along with tours and 
accommodations in cities to which you are traveling. Let Giselle’s help you take your 

next memorable rail trip. 


ONE OF THE WORLD'S last great train rides—the Kyle of Lochaish. England and Scotland 
by rail. Sightseeing. Historic Hotels, All meals (except London).Contact Herb Rowan,Giselle's 
Travel, Inc., 5667 Freeport Bivd., Sacramento CA 95822; phone: (916) 421-6616. 


RAILROAD CLOTH EMBLEMS. Over 400 different designs. Send $2.00 for three samples 
and list. Joseph Lajoie, P.O. Box 3R, Methuen, Mass. 01344. 


Milwaukee, Missouri Pacific, Northern Pacific, Rock Island, Southern Pacific, Union Pacific 
and Western Pacific uniform button blazer sets. Two large, six small, $4.95 or any four, 
$16.95. Joseph Lajoie, Box 3N, Methuen, Mass. 01844, 


ITALIAN TRAINS AND TROLLEYS: Original Kodachrome slides. Send $1.20 for sample 
and information, David Warner, COMSUBGRU 8, Box 16, FPO NY 09521. 
When will NARP respond to the queries concerning Amtrak that have appeared in this 


space since issue No, 277 (Oct. '83)? Paid for by Alfred Ehm, San Antonio, Texas. 
“Issues in American Rail Travel,’’ RTN’s little book on important problems with America’s 


rail passenger revival, is almost ready for publication. Price will be $4.50, which includes 
relevant tax & post. Full details given later in RTN. PO Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709, 


SUPPORT improved rail/transit in the Pacific Northwest. Join: Wash. Assoc: 
of RR Psgrs. Dues only $10. Write: Wash/ARP, Box 7381, Bellevue WA 98008. 


THE DOME. If there’s one near you, you own a dome, or know the present or 
past owners of a dome, or know of a dome’s final disposition, please contact me 
with any information. This will be compiled into a book detailing histories of 
each North American dome car. | also wish to cover the Milwaukee Skylines. 
Alan C. Miller, Box 747, Davis CA 95617, (916). 756-4843. Collect. Now. 


The 'NARP board ought to bite the bullet come October and vote 1) to permanently 
eliminate appointed directorships beginning in 1985, and 2) require every candidate 
for a board seat to certify that, if elected, he or she will attend all board 

meetings and will fully comply with the law under which NARP exists, the I[linois 
General Not for Profit Corporation Act. Alfred Ehm, San Antonio, T: 

SPECIAL PRE-PUBLICATION OFFER of very special book: Through 

November 22nd, autographed copies of Volume Two of Matthews’s 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA RAILROADS: THE SILVER AGE 1945-1960 available 
at only $40 from Sundance Publications, 250 Broadway, Denver CO 80203. 
Forty-eight spectacular color plus 219 b&w photos, text, etc., 

8x11 hardbound album covers SP Coast, Western & Shasta Divisions, 

Bieber Line, NWP, shortlines and loggers, steam and diesel streamliners, 

Oakland Pier and Bay ferries. “The cover alone is worth the price.” 


RTN ADVERTISING RATES: Express Ads cost just $1 per line of 80 spaces (capital 
letters require more than one space, so please allow extra room). No anonymous ads, 
please. Display ads are only $1.25 per square inch. Send your order today to: 

RAIL TRAVEL NEWS, Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709. 
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AUGUST 1984 DATA 
(First column is number of riders; second is % change from 1983) 


NORTHEAST CORRIDOR 
METROLINERS 
NE CORRIDOR CONVENTIONAL 
NEW HAVEN-SPRINGFIELD 
NEW YORK-PHILADELPHIA 
PHILADELPHIA-HARRISBURG 
TOTAL NE CORRIDOR 


SHORT DISTANCE 


92,414 
530, 751 
20, 188 
200,612 
60,918 
904, 883 


NEW YORK-ALBANY-NIAGARA FALLS 75, 768 


CHICAGO-ST. LOUIS 
CHICAGO-—MILWAUKEE 
CHICAGO-DETROIT-TOLEDO 
CHICAGO-CARBONDALE 
CHICAGO-QUINCY 
LOS ANGELES-SAN DIEGO 
SEATTLE-PORTLAND 
WASHINGTON-—MART INSBURG 
OAKLAND—BAKERSF IELD 
NEW YORK-MONTREAL 
CHICAGO-PT. HURON- (TORONTO) 
MINNEAPOL IS—DULUTH 
CHICAGO-VALPARAISO 
CHICAGO-INDIANAPOLIS 
PITTSBURGH-PHILADELPHIA-NYC 
LOS ANGELES-SACRAMENTO 
MIAMI-TAMPA 
MOBILE-NEW ORLEANS 
CHICAGO-GRAND RAPIDS 

TOTAL SHORT DISTANCE 


LONG DISTANCE 
WASH INGTON-MONT REAL 
NEW YORK-FLORIDA 
CHICAGO-NEW YORK/WASHINGTON 
CHICAGO-CIN-WAS-NEW YORK 
CHICAGO-SEATTLE/ PORTLAND 
CHICAGO-OAKLAND/L. A. /SEATTLE 
CHICAGO-LOS ANGELES 
CHICAGO-NEW ORLEANS 
CHICAGO-TEXAS 
NEW ORLEANS-LOS ANGELES 
LOS ANGELES-SEATTLE 
CHICAGO-NEW YORK/BOSTON 
BOSTON-NEWPORT NEWS 
NEW YORK-SAVANNAH 
NEW YORK-NEW ORLEANS 


27,3349 
té, 265) 
Se, 900 
12,518 
6, 808 
134,168 
8,010 
lsse70 
24,779 
8,516 
13, 009 
9,494 
ia jee [amis 
6, 865 
9,614 
4,466 
6,,08e 
6,672 
437,248 


12, 345 
61,677 
31, 820 
9.372 
51,701 
75,239 
29,085 
25,481 
10, 821 
9, 063 
63,630 
40, 221 
8,089 
14, 482 
34,245 


KANSAS CITY-CENTRALIA-NEW ORL 16, 154 


AUTO TRAIN (LORTON-SANFORD) 
TOTAL LONG DISTANCE 


SPECIAL TRAINS 
SYSTEM TOTAL i, 
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5,260 
498,745 
1,800 


842,676 
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AMTRAK RIDERSHIP FIGURES 


The August ridership 
figures from Amtrak were 
released fairly quickly 
after the July figures, 
which we published last 
issue. 

The month of August 
showed a continuation 
of July’s pattern, with 
overall ridership up only 
1.2% above August 1983. 
(The July total was up 
2.1%.) Long distance 
was down 3.1% (down 
1% in July), short dis- 
tance was up 0.5% (down 
0.6% in July), and the 
Northeast Corridor was 
up 4.5% (after being up 
5.4% in July). The 
months of July and Aug- 
ust were also generally 
slow months for con- 
sumer spending, and 
perhaps the Amtrak 
data merely follow the 
economy in that re- 
spect, but also one 
must note that gasoline 
prices were very low, 
and automobile vaca- 
tioning may have been 
a stiff competitor for 
the trains. 

AUTO TRAIN 
patronage was almost 
identical to July’s. 


J 0 IN YOUR LOCAL 


RAIL PASSENGER 


AS SOCIATION ooo00000000000000 


INTERRAIL 
States: Colorado, Idaho, Nevada, Utah, Wyoming 
Memberships: $5 Introductory, $10 Regular 
(ay Publication: News Letter 
Address: P.O. Box 20443, Salt Lake City, UT 84120 
NEW MEXICO ASSOCIATION OF RAILROAD PASSENGERS 
States: New Mexico and El Paso County, Texas 
Memberships: $5 Introductory, $10 Regular 
[iad Publication: News Letter 
Address: 416 Columbia Drive, SE Albuqueraue, NM 87106 


RAILROAD PASSENGER ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA 
States: State of California onl 
Memberships: $15 Introductory, $25 Regular 
i | Publication: Presidents Report & RailPAC Quarterly shissasan 
Address: RailPAC Membership Services 
P.O. Box 81616, San Diego, CA 92138 


PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE BY SUBSCRIPTION 


TRACK 4, Southeastern Transportation Coalition 
States: Southeastern quadrant of United States 
Subscription: 


$7.50 for 12 issues 


Address: 2918 Houston Avenue, Macon, GA 31206 


RailPAC QUARTERLY REVIEW 
States: National in scope 
a Subscription: $10 per year, 4 issues 
Address: RailPAC Quarterly Review 
P. 0. Box 81616, San Diego, CA 92138 


SEND this page, with your check payable to your local organi- 
zation or publication, to their address above. 


NAME 

ADDRESS JOIN 
Cay STATE 

ZIP PHONE (___)_- 
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